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Abstract:

Resolution No. 29-NQ/TW and the 2018 General Education Program have set an urgent
requirement for transforming the educational model from a content-based approach to
the development of learners' qualities and competencies, in which literary competence
plays a core role in the Literature subject. This article presents research results on the
reality of teaching modern Vietnamese short stories — an important and relatable genre
in the Junior High School curriculum - at Quang Son Secondary School, Thai Nguyen
Province, to assess the level of responsiveness to these innovation requirements. Through
a survey using questionnaires for teachers and students, combined with practical
pedagogical observations, the study has presented a multidimensional picture of
teaching and learning activities. Survey results show that although 91% of teachers have
a correct awareness of the goal of competence development, the dominant teaching
method remains traditional, leaning towards lecturing and imposing perceptions, with
54.3% of teachers still maintaining the old classroom model. Regarding students, the
majority remain passive in reception, and learning interest is not high, with up to 25.6%
of students disliking this genre; notably, self-reading comprehension and aesthetic
appreciation competence for works outside the curriculum are very limited, with 65.1%
of students admitting they have not formed this competence through classroom lessons.
These limitations stem from various causes such as exam pressure, rote teaching habits,
and a lack of reading culture. Based on quantitative and qualitative analyses, the article
affirms the necessity of synchronously innovating teaching methods that adhere closely
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to genre characteristics and diversifying assessment forms to truly develop literary
competence for students.

Keywords: literary competence; modern Vietnamese short stories; competence-based
teaching; secondary students; teaching reality

Tém tit:

Nghi quyét s6 29-NQ/TW va Chuong trinh Gido duc pho théng 2018 da dat ra yéu cau
cap thiét vé viéc chuyén d6i mo hinh gido duc ti ti€p can ndi dung sang dinh hudng phat
trién pham chat va nang lic nguroi hoc, trong dé nang liec van hoc déng vai tro cot 16i ¢
mon Ngit van. Bai viét nay trinh bay két qua nghién ctru vé thuc trang day hoc truyén
ngan Viét Nam hién dai — mot thé loai quan trong va gan giii trong chwrong trinh Trung
hoc co s6 — tai tredong THCS Quang Son, tinh Thai Nguyén, nham danh gia mitc d6 dap
g cac yéu cau ddi méi nay. Thong qua khao sét bang bang hoi danh cho gido vién va
hoc sinh, két hop véi quan sat su pham thuc tién, nghién cttu da phac hoa mot bitc tranh
da chiéu vé hoat dong day va hoc. Két qua khao sat cho thady mac du 91% gido vién nhan
thitc ding dan vé muc tiéu phét trién nang luc, phuwong phap giang day chu dao van
mang tinh truyén thong, thién vé dién giang va ap dit cdm nhan, véi 54,3% gido vién van
duy tri md hinh 16p hoc cfi. Vé phia hoc sinh, phan 16n cic em van thu dong trong tiép
nhén, hiing tht hoc tap chwa cao, véi 25,6% hoc sinh khong thich thé loai nay; dang cha
y, nang luc tu doc hiéu va cam thu tham mi ddi véi cac tdc pham ngoai chwong trinh con
rat han ché, véi 65,1% hoc sinh thira nhan chwa hinh thanh dwoc nang luc nay qua céc
bai hoc trén 16p. Nhitng han ché nay xuat phat tir nhiéu nguyén nhan nhu ap lwc thi ct,
thoi quen day hoc truyén thu mot chiéu va su thiéu hut van héa doc. Dya trén cac phan
tich dinh luwong va dinh tinh, bai viét khéng dinh sy can thiét phai d6i méi dong bo
phuong phap day hoc bam sat dac trung thé loai va da dang hoéa cac hinh thirc kiém tra
danh gia dé€ thuc su phat trién nang luc van hoc cho hoc sinh.

Tt khoéa: nang liec van hoc; truyén ngén Viét Nam hién dai; day hoc phat trién nang luc;
hoc sinh trung hoc co s¢; thuc trang day hoc

1. Introduction

In the current educational context, fundamental and comprehensive innovation in
education and training is becoming an urgent requirement and a national strategy.
Resolution No. 29-NQ/TW of the Party Central Committee clearly defined the goal of
strongly shifting the educational process from mainly equipping knowledge to
comprehensively developing the qualities and competencies of learners (Thong Tuw
32/2018/TT-BGDDT [Circular 32/2018/TT-BGDDT on the Promulgation of the General
Education Program], n.d.). This shift has not stopped at theory but has been concretized
in the 2018 General Education Program, placing learners at the center of the educational
process, encouraging initiative, creativity, and the ability to apply knowledge into
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practice. Within this context, the Literature subject plays a particularly important role,
not only as an instrumental subject but also as an aesthetic one, contributing to fostering
students' souls and personalities through the formation of specific competencies, the core
of which is literary competence (Acun Celik et al., 2024; Barrett & Borghetti, 2025).
Literary competence, according to the new perspective, does not stop at students
memorizing knowledge about authors and works, but is the ability to identify, analyze,
reproduce, and create aesthetic elements through the activities of text reception and
creation.

In the Literature curriculum at the Junior High School level (Secondary School),
modern Vietnamese short stories occupy a priority position and play an important role
in realizing these educational goals (Chau, 2024; La et al., 2021). With the characteristics
of a small-scale narrative form, conciseness, suitable length, and content reflecting
diverse aspects of life — from private life and worldly affairs to epic issues — modern short
stories are very suitable for the reception psychology of junior high school students.
Works by authors such as Thach Lam, Nam Cao, Kim Lan, or Nguyen Quang Thiéu not
only help students understand Vietnamese culture and people but also serve as "fertile
ground" for practicing reading comprehension skills according to genre characteristics.
However, teaching these works to transform book knowledge into students' actual
competence remains a major challenge for educational practice in general schools today.
Practical observation and surveys at secondary schools show that, despite innovation
efforts, traditional teaching methods still dominate. The majority of teachers still hold the
role of one-way knowledge transmitters, leaning towards "lecturing” and commenting
on the beauty of the work based on their subjective feelings or those of critics, instead of
organizing for students to discover it themselves (La et al., 2021; Trinh, 2024). Students in
these classes often play a passive role, listening and taking notes to serve exams, leading
to a situation where they understand the text's content but are confused when having to
approach a new text of the same genre on their own. Notably, literary competence — the
core goal of the subject — has not been maximized as teachers tend to "do the work for
and perceive on behalf of" students due to pressure on lesson time and the volume of
knowledge to be transmitted (Tran, 2024; Vi & Nghiém, 2024). As a consequence, many
students feel that literature classes are boring, lack interest, and importantly, they lack
the independent reading comprehension and appreciation skills necessary for lifelong
learning.

Stemming from the contradictions between the innovation requirements of the
2018 General Education Program and the inadequacies in the teaching reality mentioned
above, in-depth research on the reality of teaching modern Vietnamese short stories is
extremely necessary. This study, through a specific survey in Thai Nguyen province,
aims not only to quantify the current level of students' literary competence response but
also to point out specific barriers from teachers, students, and assessment mechanisms.
These practical data will serve as an important scientific basis for proposing feasible
pedagogical measures, helping to substantially transform the teaching process from a
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content-based approach to a competence-based approach, thereby improving the quality
of teaching and learning Literature in general schools.

2. Research Methods

To resolve the research tasks and ensure the scientific and objective nature of conclusions
about reality, the article used a synchronized combination of a theoretical research
method group and a practical research method group. The research and field survey
process was conducted by us at Quang Son Secondary School, Dong Hy District, Thai
Nguyen Province, during the period from August to September 2024, corresponding to
the beginning of the 2022 - 2025 school year. Choosing this time helps the research team
accurately assess the reception mindset and preparation of both teachers and 7th-grade
students when starting to implement the contents of the 2018 General Education Program
regarding the short story genre.

Theoretically, we used the method of analyzing and synthesizing documents to
study steering documents and research works on literary competence and the poetic
characteristics of modern short stories. The results of this process helped build a solid
theoretical basis and clearly define the criteria to be surveyed. The focus of the practical
research process was the questionnaire survey method, with two separate questionnaire
systems for teachers and students. The survey content focused on the reality of
awareness, teachers' teaching organization methods, and students' level of interest and
self-reading comprehension ability regarding modern Vietnamese short stories.

Parallel to the survey method, the pedagogical observation method was used to
increase data reliability. Through attending classes and directly observing teaching
activities in class during the research period, we recorded the actual interaction between
teachers and students, paying special attention to how teachers asked questions and
students' reactions to problematic situations. Finally, statistical and -classification
methods were applied to process the data collected from the questionnaires. These data
were calculated in percentages and compared to draw valid quantitative judgments
about the existing advantages and limitations in the reality of teaching for literary
competence development at the research site.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Reality from the teachers' perspective

The survey results show an encouraging sign regarding the awareness of the teaching
staff regarding the role of modern Vietnamese short stories in the Literature curriculum.
Up to 82.6% of teachers affirmed that this system of work is "very important, cannot be
omitted," and the vast majority (91%) stated that they were conscious of aiming to
promote literary competence for students during teaching. This proves that the
innovative ideology of the 2018 General Education Program has begun to permeate deep
into the pedagogical thinking of teachers. However, delving into implementation reality,
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a significant gap still exists between awareness and action, between the desire for
innovation and traditional teaching habits.

Regarding teaching organization methods, statistics indicate that the traditional
classroom model still prevails with 54.3%, while the modern classroom model accounts
for only 41.9%. Although 51.5% of teachers stated they guide students to
comprehensively analyze characters, story situations, and details, practical observation
shows that the dominant method is still "lecturing and commenting." Teachers often play
the role of perceiving and analyzing on behalf of students, turning lessons into one-way
lectures. The cause of this situation partly stems from the pressure of limited lesson
duration; teachers are forced to accelerate progress to keep up with the curriculum
distribution, leading to limited time for students to experience and discover the text
themselves.

Furthermore, the application of technology and innovation in testing and
assessment also reveals certain limitations. Although 47.3% of teachers frequently use
modern teaching aids, the effectiveness is not truly high due to a lack of seamless
combination with active teaching methods. More concerning is that self-assessment and
adjustment after lessons have not been duly focused on, with up to 54.9% of teachers only
doing this "occasionally." Testing and assessment activities currently mainly serve exam
objectives, teaching for the sake of exams, leading to teaching according to templates and
patterns, eliminating students' creativity and learning interest. This "exam-oriented"
teaching mindset is the biggest barrier to achieving the goal of developing literary
competence — including aesthetic appreciation ability and independent thinking -
making it difficult to achieve substantive effectiveness.

3.2. Reality from the students' perspective

If the biggest barrier from the teachers' side is teaching methods, then from the students'
side, the reality of passivity and lack of interest in literary reception is an alarming issue.
Survey results show that students' level of interest in modern Vietnamese short stories is
not high. Only 13.1% of students appeared "very interested" in this genre, while the
majority (62.3%) stopped at "normal," and more worryingly, up to 25.6% of students
frankly admitted to "disliking" it. This indifference leads to a coping learning attitude:
only about 31.2% of students regularly prepare lessons before coming to class, while the
majority only prepare perfunctorily or even copy from sample essay books to cope with
checks. Lack of mental preparation and foundational knowledge makes it difficult for
them to actively master the work during class.

Regarding reception and appreciation competence, the data show a paradox that
although students can understand the surface content of the text, true literary competence
has not been firmly formed. Specifically, when asked about the ability to self-read and
comprehend works of the same genre outside the curriculum, up to 65.1% of students
self-assessed that they did "not" form this competence through classroom lessons. This
reflects the reality that they only learn by "rote" specific works without grasping the
artistic codes or reading comprehension methods characteristic of the short story genre.
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The consequence is that there are students who understand the lesson but do not feel
aesthetic vibrations, and literary emotions become dry.

Additionally, students' self-study habits and reading culture are being seriously
eroded. The percentage of students who "very rarely" look to read modern Vietnamese
short stories outside of textbooks is up to 88.2%. The cause of this situation is partly due
to the pressure of extra classes and exams, but largely due to the dominance of modern
entertainment media such as video games and social networks, making them no longer
keen on books. This lack of life experience and literary capital causes their linguistic
competence and imaginative thinking to develop slowly, creating a vicious cycle that
makes literature classes increasingly alien and boring to learners.

3.3. Causes of the reality

The limitations in the reality of teaching and learning modern Vietnamese short stories
mentioned above stem from the multidimensional impact of many factors, including
subjective factors from teachers and learners and objective factors from the educational
mechanism.

From the teachers' side, the core cause leading to slow innovation in methods is
the pressure of curriculum duration and perfectionist psychology. With limited time for
each lesson, to ensure the transmission of all knowledge content according to the
program distribution, teachers tend to "do the work for, and perceive for" students.
Instead of organizing activities for students to discover the text themselves, teachers often
choose to lecture to save time, making the lesson imposed and lacking interaction.
Moreover, the awareness of a section of teachers regarding the importance of "Reading -
Understanding” activities is still limited. Many teachers have not truly focused on
training reading skills for students, but have only focused on analyzing content, leading
to students understanding the lesson but not grasping the reading comprehension
methods characteristic of the genre.

From the side of the testing and assessment mechanism, this is seen as a major
"bottleneck” hindering creativity. Currently, periodic tests and exams are still mainly
zoned within the texts learned in textbooks. This way of setting questions has
inadvertently oriented students towards passive learning, rote learning, and mechanical
memorization of sample essays to cope with exams instead of researching and thinking
for themselves. When exam questions rarely expand to materials outside the curriculum,
students lack the motivation to read more books or explore other literary works,
significantly limiting their self-study competence and literary thinking.

From the students' side, the main cause comes from the dominance of modern
lifestyles and study pressure. Students today have to spend too much time on extra
classes for other cultural subjects, while simultaneously being attracted to video games
and social networks. The time fund for reading books, especially literary works, is
increasingly narrowing. The decline in reading culture limits students' vocabulary and
language appreciation ability, creating a psychological barrier that makes them hesitant
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to approach short story texts with depth, viewing literature learning as a burden rather
than a joy of discovering knowledge.

4. Conclusion and Recommendations

Research results in practice at Quang Son Secondary School show that, although there
have been positive changes in teachers' awareness of educational innovation
requirements, teaching activities for modern Vietnamese short stories are still heavy on
traditional methods and have not truly promoted the initiative and literary competence
of students. The majority of students still receive work passively, lack interest, and skills
for self-reading comprehension of texts outside the curriculum remain limited, leading
to low aesthetic education effectiveness. This reality confirms that the transition from
content-based teaching to competence-based teaching is still facing many barriers,
requiring more synchronous and drastic solutions to fundamentally change the quality
of teaching and learning the subject.

To overcome the above limitations, we recommend that teachers strictly adhere to
the principle of teaching closely following genre characteristics, flexibly combine active
teaching methods, and diversify forms of testing and assessment to encourage learners'
creative thinking. In addition, management levels and schools need to pay attention to
investing in facilities, modern teaching equipment, and balancing class sizes reasonably,
creating the most favorable conditions for teachers to organize experiential activities,
helping students form and comprehensively develop literary competence, and meeting
the requirements of the new General Education Program.
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