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Abstract:  

This research is using a quantitative approach with experiment methods called “non-

equivalent control group design”. The purpose of this research is to find out how effective is 

Task Based Language Teaching (TBLT) compare to the Convention one, applied in 

Politeknik Negeri Manado for English Teaching Process. The experiment is applied to 2 

groups of students at Semester 2 from Accounting Department; class II C and class II B. The 

role of each group is different according to that experiment method, one group is for 

Experiment and the other is for Control. The main sample data of the group goes to the class 

II C as the Experiment group and TBLT is applied in this class. From the linguistics’ point of 

view it is shown that during first to third meeting, the experiment group who are working 

with Task Based achieved higher percentage compare to the Control Group. By assessing 

those facts, we can prove that TBLT as experiment and methods given to the experiment 

group is a better treatment to train students to do their activities to develop their abilities in 

learning English. The speaking abilities are assessed by the topic: “Describing City” to each 

class and the higher ability of speaking goes to the experiment group. So, we can also 

conclude that there is differences performance achieved by those two groups: the 

experiment with TBLT is more creative! in speaking skills compare to the one using 

conventional approach. The both aspects language skills as learning outcomes are linguistic 

abilities and speaking skills are shown by the result of posttest, at the end of this research 

period.  
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English language as one of the foreign language which takes a place as the highest rank of 

foreign languages in terms of use in any occasion and circumstance and it is widely known 

as the international language, has not being used maximally in the Indonesian context. This 

condition is due to various factors. One of the factors is the teaching method used by the 

instructor of teacher. Learning method employed by the instructor or teacher determines the 

learning style of the students in the classroom. In fact, learning teaching of language 

learning, particularly English, only emphasizes on selective elements. Since the learning 

method employed is monotonous, students are not interested with English learning. 

Students tend to be passive during the learning. Thus, it is urgent and essential to discover 

and employ a learning process alternative to encourage the passion of students in learning 

English.   

 Current method employed by language instructor or teacher is insufficient to deal 

with the existing challenge regarding the student need. It requires an alternative method to 

support the accomplishment of learning objective. In addition, according to the observation, 

by directing students in submitting the assignments, both individual and group 

assignments, with various methods which focus on the students or student-centered 

learning, students are more encouraged to perform language learning which focuses on the 

speaking skill. In fact, students’ interest in learning is still low. The low interest of learning is 

indicated by having insignificant learning outcomes, particularly in terms of communication 

ability of English. With regard to this issue, alternative learning method is required to be 

designed to promote and encourage students’ interest on the material presented. In addition, 

the alternative learning method is expected able to foster the ability of the students 

regarding the material as well as encouraging the active participation of students in the 

learning process which generates a student-centered learning. One alternative method which 

is possible to encourage active participation of student is task based language teaching or 

TBLT. 

 The major factor of the aforementioned problems is the insufficient effort of the 

lecturer or instructor in implementing learning method or technique during English course 

to promote conducive environment of learning. In addition, the supporting facility of 

English course is still inadequate which is contributing to the depressed level of students’ 

interest in learning English and as a result, the learning outcome is also low. To answer the 

following issue, thus, it requires a further study regarding the effectiveness of Task Based 

Language Teaching (TBLT) in English Course.  

 Task based learning method is a learning method which employs assignment or 

project to encourage and attract the interest of learner or student during the learning process 
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which at the end it could improve the ability of student in terms of speaking ability. In 

addition, this method also serves as a method to accomplish the language learning objective 

through communicative approach. The effectiveness of Task-based language teaching 

method can only see the improvement of students’ learning outcomes during spoken 

activity. Task based language teaching is the second language teaching approach which 

focuses on the assignment or project to the students.  

 The primary characteristic of task based language teaching is the authenticity of 

method which means that the assignments or projects given by teacher to students are 

related to the real life of student; in addition, it aims at preparing students to focus on the 

language learning process instead of the language knowledge itself and allowing students to 

use experience context they possess as the essential element which supports learning process 

in the classroom. In general, any assignment and project given to the students can be defined 

as task based language teaching method. However, what makes task based language 

teaching method is different from the conventional method is the assignment given to the 

students in the initial meeting of the learning. According to the experience encountered by 

the instructor or teacher, the moment the students are given a new assignment or project, 

instructor or teacher will elaborate more the material to deliver certain concept of language 

to the students. However, within task based language teaching, students are demanded to be 

able to understand initially the material and the conceptual delivery by the instructor or 

teacher will be limited to the assessment of right or wrong, or even only an evaluation.  

 By employing task based language teaching method, the role of lecturer, instructor or 

teacher will be optimized. According to the available alternative to resolve the learning issue 

and improve the ability of students in terms of speaking skill, task based activity is one of 

the method which is able to improve the skill. Task based activity is a technique or method 

of speaking skill teaching which is developed from communicative approach focusing on the 

role of assignment or project to accomplish the communication goal within spoken 

communication activity.  

 Task based activity aims at facilitating students to encourage a meaningful 

communication and interaction. In the implementation of task based activity, the learners 

will engage on the activity which is related with meaning negotiating, paraphrasing, and 

performing experiment which leads them into a successful language acquisition (Richard 

and Renandya, 2002:94). These activities are in line with the definition of task proposed by 

Skehan which defines that task is an activity; in terms of meaning, it is an essential element, 

which comprises of communication issue to be solved and closely related to the daily 

activities. The principles of task based language teaching are also in line with innovative 

learning concept which is currently promoted in the educational setting.  
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Task gives learners some very interesting advantages to be taken into account (Beglar and 

Hunt, 2002). Task provides input and opportunities for learners to use language that is 

meaningful, that is of course regarded as essential for mastery of the language, especially 

spoken communication ability. In addition, the task provides linguistically rich environments 

which are basically able to provide learners with language skills. Task gives a lot of emphasis 

on providing opportunities to generate force language learners to give more attention to the 

shape and the interrelationship between form and meaning. Finally, the relationship 

between form and function is more easily understood in the task-based learning activity. 

 In accordance with the aforementioned, the researchers are interested to conduct a 

research to analyze the effectiveness of Task Based Language Teaching in English Language 

Course State Polytechnic of Manado in 2012/2013.  

 

2. Method 

 

The research was conducted from May and June 2014 in State Polytechnic of Manado. This 

study employed two classes, experiments class using Task-Based Language Teaching and 

control class with conventional methods. The data source in this research is 

the implementation learning with Task-Based Language Teaching from several aspects of 

language skills and the learning outcomes. The sampling technique used in this study was 

a cluster random sampling. In this study, the data collection was done by employing test, 

distributing questionnaire, and observation. The research instrument used was a written 

test at the beginning of the implementation, questionnaires, and observation. For the 

purposes of checking the validity of data, in this study was conducted validity and reliability 

test. The analysis in this study using pre-requisite test analysis, namely normality and 

homogeneity test to test the hypothesis using the t-test.  

 

3. Findings and Discussion 

 

Before the lecturer explains a material about describing city, students of experiment and 

control class were asked to do a pre-test in order to identify the initial ability. The pre-test 

performed consisted of written test and questionniares. The results of pre-test of both 

experiment and control class is presented in the following Table 1. The results of pre-test 

obtained 64 as the highest score and 35 as the lowest score. Thus, the average of the pre-test 

score is 49.52 and the standard deviation is 6.50. 
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Table 1: The Data Frequency Distribution of Control Group Pre-test 

No Score Absolute Frequency Relative Frequency (%) 

1 35 -  39 1 4 

2 40 – 44 3 14 

3 45 – 49 6 29 

4 50 – 54 7 33 

5 55 – 59 3 14 

6 60 – 64 1 5 

Total 21 100 

 

Furthermore, based on the data in Table 1, it can be seen that the score of the control group 

pretest above average as much as 52% and 48% were below average. 

 Based on the data obtained, the results of the posttest control group obtained 84 as the 

highest value and the lowest score of 55. Based on these data, the average score was 70.14 

and standard deviation is 6.54. 

 

Table 2: The Data Frequency Distribution of Control Group Posttest 

No Score Absolute Frequency Relative Frequency (%) 

1 55 -  59 1 5 

2 60 – 64 3 14 

3 65 – 69 7 33 

4 70 – 74 6 29 

5 75 – 79 2 10 

6 80 – 84 2 10 

Total 21 100 

 

Furthermore, based on the data in Table 2, it can be seen that the posttes score of the control 

group is above average as much as 49% and 51% were below average. 

 Based on the data obtained, the pretest results of experiment group obtained 68 as the 

highest score and the lowest score of 39. Based on these data, the average score was 53.04 

and standard deviation is 7.05. 

 

Table 3: The Data Frequency Distribution of Experiment Group Pretest 

No Score Absolute Frequency Relative Frequency (%) 

1 39 -  43 1 4 

2 44 – 48 4 17 

3 49 – 53 7 30 

4 54 – 58 7 30 

5 59 – 63 3 13 

6 64 – 68 1 4 

Total 23 100 
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Furthermore, based on the data in Table 3, it can be seen that the pretest score of the 

experiment group is above average as much as 47% and 53% were below average. 

 Based on the data obtained, the posttest results of experiment group obtained 98 as 

the highest score and the lowest score of 63. Based on these data, the average score was 81.47 

and standard deviation is 8.90. 

 

Table 4: The Data Frequency Distribution of Experiment Group Posttest 

No Score Absolute Frequency Relative Frequency (%) 

1 63 -  68 2 5 

2 69 – 74 4 14 

3 75 – 80 5 33 

4 81 – 86 7 29 

5 87 – 92 3 10 

6 93 – 98 3 10 

Total 23 100 

 

 Based on the data in Table 4, it can be seen that the value of the Experiments group 

posttest is 49% above the average and 51% below average. 

 After conducting a pretest, each class were given a treatment, experiment class with 

Task Based Language Teaching and Control Class with conventional method in English 

Course. As for the posttest, it is in the form of written test, questionnaires, and observation.  

 The posttest results of experiment and control class are presented in Table 4. Before 

performing hypothesis testing, prerequisite analysis testing were conducted; normality and 

homogeneity testing. This testing were performed to determine whether sample is normally 

distributed and from homogen population. Before performing t-test, it is necessary to 

perform variant normality and homogeneity testing. The results of normality and 

homogeneity testing were presented in the following explanation.  

a. Normality testing 

 Liliefors testing was employed in the normality testing to determine whether the data 

used is normal or not on the 5% significance rate. The data distribution is considered normal 

if χ2 ( Chikuadrat) count < χ2 (Chikuadrat) dari table. 

 The result of normality testing is presented in the following Table 5:  

 

Table 5: Liliefors Testing for Normality Testing 

Experiment class χ2 count χ2 table 

α  = 0.05 

Conclusion 

Postest 2,91 7,81 Normal 

Control class    

Postest 2,7 7,81 Normal 
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 Based on the table above, it can be seen that the chi squared value is calculated in both 

groups smaller than chi squared value obtained from the table. This shows the data has 

normal distribution. 

b. Varians Homogeneity Testing 

  Homogeneity testing is used to determine whether the two sets of data to be 

analyzed from the population is homogeneous or not. Bartlett test was used in 

testing homogeneity. The data can be considered meet the assumption of homogeneity or 

derived populations have homogenous variant if the value of χ2 (chisquared) hi tung <χ2 

(Chisquared) of table. 

 

Table 6: Bartlett Testing for Varians Homogeneity testing 

Class Chisquared  

count 

Chisquared table 

α  = 0.05 

Conclusion 

Pretest 1.93 3.84 Homogenous 

Posttest 0.13 3.84 Homogenous 

 

 According to Table 6, chisquared count of pretest and posttest is smaller than 

chisquared table. It affirms that the data obtained within this research meet the requirements 

of homogeneity or the data obtained from homogeny variant group. The primary data of this 

research indicates that the average pretest score of experiment class is 60.769 while pretest 

score of control group is 60.625.  

 The result of hypothesis testing indicates that the both samples are equal. In addition, 

the average posttest score of experiment class is 76.635 and control class is 71.562. From the 

data obtained, it can be seen that the experiment class improvement was 15.866 meanwhile 

the improvement of control class is 10.937. From the t-test analysis, it obtained the t count 

3.211 is greater than t table 1.67. Thus, it can be stated that the language aspects of 

experiment class is higher than control class.   

 This finding is due to the ability of student within Task Based Language Teaching is 

higher than students in control class with conventional method. In IIC Class, there is a 

student who is able to perform as assistant which takes a role in assisting the other students 

who are lacking in the learning. Task Based Language Teaching could motivate the students 

more in improving the creativity which allows the communication ability.  

 The benefit of Task Based Language Teaching are 1) task is an activity performed as a 

response of language understanding. For instance, drawing a map along with listening to a 

recorder. The employment of various tasks in language teaching aims at encouraging a 

communicative learning. 2) Task is an activity performed by students to obtain information 

understanding from learning process and enables teacher to control and manage the process. 
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3) Task is an activity which emphasizes a) the meaning, b) the communication issue to be 

solved, c) the relationship of real world activity comparison. By employing Task Based 

Language Teaching, students could obtain a maximum understanding of the material as well 

as improving the language skills and communication ability.  

   For the aspects of language learning outcomes of students, the average value for the 

experiment class pretest was 81.00 and in the control group was 81.25. For the average post-

test score is the experimental class and the control class96.78 is 93.28. Of the average value 

Prete and posttest above, the difference between the value of pretest and posttest in the 

experimental class is 19.38, while for the control class is 1 to 5.62. From the result of t 

test analysis, the value of t = 1.725 is greater than t table = 1.67, so it can be 

concluded that affective aspects of learning outcomes for the students in the experimental 

class is higher than the control class. 

 In addition, for students conducting direct task will certainly be easier to understand 

and is able to perform a given task learning. For student learning outcomes, the average 

value of the results of the experimental class is 2,64 and the control class is 2.36. From the 

result of t test analysis, the value of t = 2.06 is greater than t table = 1.67, so it can be inferred 

results for aspects of language learning is most students in the experimental class is higher 

than the control class. 

 

4. Conclusion and Suggestions 

 

According to the literature review and the data analysis of this study, it can be concluded 

that the method of learning with task-based language teaching can improve the learning 

outcomes of students majoring in accounting State Polytechnic of Manado.  

 In addition, it is important for the English teacher or lecturer to teach using task based 

language teaching, particularly in improving the language skills of students rather than 

using conventional method. These research findings could be as a reference for the future 

researchers to conduct a further research in obtaining additional knowledge and information 

regarding task based language teaching in order to develop the learning within higher 

education.  
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