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Abstract: 

Norman Mailer's "The Armies of the Night" stands as a seminal work of New Journalism, 

offering a unique blend of fiction and non-fiction to critique American society during the 

Vietnam War era. This comprehensive review explores Mailer's narrative structure, 

thematic depth, and innovative prose style, while also examining the book's significance 

in the context of other works of literature that deal with similar themes. Drawing on 

Mailer's biography, the review delves into his life and career, shedding light on the 

personal and political motivations behind "The Armies of the Night." Through a 

comparative analysis with other authors' narratives of protest and dissent, such as 

George Orwell's "Homage to Catalonia" and Hunter S. Thompson's "Fear and Loathing 

on the Campaign Trail '72," this review highlights Mailer's unique contribution to the 

genre. Ultimately, "The Armies of the Night" emerges as a timeless exploration of the power 

of protest, the complexities of political engagement, and the enduring struggle for justice 

and peace. 
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Riassunto:  

Il "The Armies of the Night" di Norman Mailer rappresenta un lavoro fondamentale del 

New Journalism, offrendo una miscela unica di finzione e non-fiction per criticare la 

società americana durante l'era della guerra del Vietnam. Questa recensione esaustiva 

esplora la struttura narrativa di Mailer, la profondità tematica e lo stile innovativo della 

prosa, mentre esamina anche la significatività del libro nel contesto di altre opere 

letterarie che trattano temi simili. Attraverso un'analisi comparativa con le narrazioni di 

protesta e dissenso di altri autori, come "Omaggio alla Catalogna" di George Orwell e "Paura 

e delirio sulla campagna elettorale del '72" di Hunter S. Thompson, questa recensione 

evidenzia il contributo unico di Mailer al genere. In definitiva, "The Armies of the Night" 

emerge come un'esplorazione senza tempo del potere della protesta, delle complessità 

dell'impegno politico e della lotta duratura per la giustizia e la pace. 

 

Parola chiave: Norman Mailer, The Armies of the Night, New Journalism, guerra del 

Vietnam, protesta, dissenso, struttura narrativa, profondità tematica, analisi letteraria 

 

1. Introduction 

 

Norman Mailer's "The Armies of the Night" stands as a seminal work of New Journalism, a 

genre that blurred the lines between fiction and non-fiction, offering a unique perspective 

on American society during the tumultuous Vietnam War era. Published in 1968, this 

groundbreaking book remains a powerful critique of the political establishment and a 

poignant exploration of the dynamics of protest and dissent. In this comprehensive 

review, we will delve into the life and career of Norman Mailer, examine the narrative 

structure and thematic depth of "The Armies of the Night," and explore its significance in 

the context of other works of literature that deal with similar themes. 

 

2. Biography of Norman Mailer 

 

Norman Mailer, born on January 31, 1923, in Long Branch, New Jersey, was a towering 

figure in American literature, renowned for his provocative and groundbreaking works 

that challenged the norms of his time. From an early age, Mailer exhibited a prodigious 

talent for writing, publishing his first story at the tender age of 18 while studying at 

Harvard University. This early literary success foreshadowed the remarkable career that 

lay ahead of him. 

 Following his education at Harvard, Mailer's life took a dramatic turn with the 

outbreak of World War II. In 1944, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and served as a rifleman 

in the Philippines. It was during his time in the military that Mailer began to develop his 

distinctive voice as a writer, drawing inspiration from the harrowing experiences of war 

and the complex dynamics of human nature under extreme conditions. 
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 After the war, Mailer returned to civilian life with a newfound sense of purpose 

and a burning desire to make his mark on the literary world. Over the next six decades, 

he would go on to produce a staggering body of work that spanned multiple genres and 

tackled a wide range of themes and subjects. From novels and essays to plays and 

screenplays, Mailer's output was as diverse as it was prolific, earning him critical acclaim 

and numerous awards, including two Pulitzer Prizes. 

 Throughout his life, Mailer was known for his fearless exploration of controversial 

topics and his willingness to challenge the status quo. He was a vocal critic of American 

imperialism and militarism, and his opposition to the Vietnam War was a central theme 

in much of his writing. "The Armies of the Night," in particular, stands as a testament to 

Mailer's deep-seated commitment to social justice and his belief in the power of literature 

to effect meaningful change. Through his immersive and thought-provoking narratives, 

Mailer sought to shine a light on the pressing issues of his time and inspire readers to 

engage critically with the world around them. 

 In addition to his literary pursuits, Mailer was also a prominent public figure, 

known for his colorful personality and his outspoken opinions on a wide range of 

subjects. He was a frequent guest on television talk shows and a regular contributor to 

magazines and newspapers, where his distinctive voice and incisive analysis garnered 

him a wide audience. 

 Despite his success and influence, Mailer was not without his flaws and 

controversies. He was known for his tumultuous personal life, marked by multiple 

marriages and public feuds, as well as his occasional lapses into egotism and self-

indulgence. However, these flaws only served to humanize Mailer and make his work all 

the more compelling and relevant to readers. 

 Norman Mailer passed away on November 10, 2007, leaving behind a rich and 

enduring legacy that continues to resonate with readers around the world. His fearless 

pursuit of truth, his unyielding commitment to social justice, and his bold 

experimentation with form and style have firmly established him as one of the most 

important and influential writers of the 20th century. Through his words and his deeds, 

Mailer left an indelible mark on the literary landscape, inspiring generations of writers to 

follow in his footsteps and continue the quest for artistic excellence and social change. 

 

3. Narrative Structure and Thematic Depth 

 

"The Armies of the Night" is divided into two distinct parts, each offering a unique 

perspective on the events surrounding the March on the Pentagon in October 1967. In the 

first part, titled "History as a Novel, the Novel as History," Mailer adopts a pseudo-fictional 

approach, casting himself as the protagonist-narrator, Norman Mailer. This self-reflexive 

narrative style allows Mailer to interrogate not only the events unfolding around him but 

also his own role as a writer and public intellectual. The second part, "The Steps of the 

Pentagon," shifts to a more traditional journalistic mode, offering a detailed and evocative 

account of the protest itself. 
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 Mailer's prose in "The Armies of the Night" is at once poetic and incisive, drawing 

readers into the heart of the action while also prompting deeper reflection on the nature 

of dissent, power, and resistance. His writing is richly descriptive, bringing to life the 

chaotic energy of the protest and the broader sociopolitical tensions of the era. Through 

his immersive and thought-provoking narrative, Mailer creates a rich tapestry of 

storytelling that continues to resonate with readers today. 

 Thematically, "The Armies of the Night" grapples with questions of morality, 

authority, and the nature of dissent. Mailer explores the complexities of political activism 

and the challenges of effecting meaningful change in a deeply divided society. Through 

his immersive and thought-provoking narrative, Mailer invites readers to confront the 

ethical dilemmas of their own time and to consider the role that individual action can 

play in shaping the course of history. 

 

4. Comparison with Other Authors' Narratives 

 

In comparison to other works of literature that deal with similar themes, "The Armies of 

the Night" stands out for its innovative narrative techniques and its uncompromising 

critique of American society. Mailer's blend of personal reflection, historical analysis, and 

social critique creates a rich tapestry of narrative that continues to resonate with readers 

today.  

 When compared to other narratives of protest and dissent, such as George Orwell's 

"Homage to Catalonia" and Hunter S. Thompson's "Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail 

'72," Mailer's work offers a unique blend of literary craftsmanship and political insight. 

While Orwell and Thompson provide valuable perspectives on their respective historical 

moments, Mailer's approach is distinguished by its deep engagement with the 

complexities of power, authority, and human nature. 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, "The Armies of the Night" stands as a masterful work of literary journalism, 

offering a vivid and provocative portrait of a pivotal moment in American history. 

Norman Mailer's blend of personal reflection, historical analysis, and social critique 

creates a rich tapestry of narrative that continues to resonate with readers today, making 

the book a timeless exploration of the power of protest, the complexities of political 

engagement, and the enduring struggle for justice and peace. Through its innovative 

narrative structure, thematic depth, and incisive prose, "The Armies of the Night" remains 

a powerful testament to the enduring power of literature to illuminate the darkest corners 

of the human condition and provoke meaningful reflection on the nature of conflict, 

power, and resilience. 
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